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It’s finally her time. 
 After dedicating 30 years to raising 

her three children, Shahnaz Bhatti 
decided to go back to school.
 “My priority had been raising 
the three individuals I brought into 
the world, but then, it became my 
time,” says Bhatti, 46, who is in her 
final semester of completing Business 
and Human Resources Management 
diplomas at Fleming. 
 Serendipitously, as Bhatti 
supported her three children in their 
post-secondary pursuits, she too 
received support – from a generous 
donor. Bhatti recently received one 
of four M. Jean McKerracher student 
bursaries, awarded yearly to returning 
students in the School of Business with 
a GPA of 3.6 or higher.

 “You have to give to receive,” 
says Bhatti, as she expresses immense 
gratitude to all those who have 
supported her at Fleming. She is 
also a part-time staff member and a 
volunteer at the College. 
 Bhatti is one of thousands of 
Fleming students who receive financial 
assistance every year. 

FINANCIAL NEED ON THE RISE 

In 2013/2014 alone, Fleming awarded 
more than $1.8 million as part of its 
financial need bursary program. In 
addition, close to 400 bursaries with 
a value of $280,000 were awarded 
to students thanks to individual and 
corporate donors.
 The number of donor-sponsored 
bursaries available to students has 

increased dramatically in the last 
decade – from 110 with a value of 
$99,000 in 2003/2004, to 545 with 
a value of $385,000 in 2014/2015. 
The increase is required to meet the 
demand says Associate Registrar Kim 
van Bruinessen.
 All full-time students can apply 
for bursaries and they are awarded 
based on relative financial need, says 
van Bruinessen. Approximately half 
of the student population applies for 
assistance and that percentage is on 
the rise. 
 “There are no two ways about 
it,” she adds. “There is a definite 
need. And our primary goal is to try 
to alleviate financial concerns for our 
students, so that they can concentrate 
on why they’re here.” Continued on page 3.

Student Financial 
Assistance: 
Enriching lives 
for students and 
donors alike

Shahnaz Bhatti



2

National 
Volunteer 

Week is April 12 
– 18. It gives us 
reason to reflect, 
and to consider 
and celebrate the 
contributions of our 

volunteers throughout the year. 
 Volunteers are critical to our success 
every year in the Advancement and 
Alumni Relations Office, but this past 
year, their contributions were truly 
outstanding. 2014 saw our 65-member 
volunteer team lead the community 

to the successful completion of the 
$1,889,440 “Building Skills, Shaping 
Futures” campaign. 
 Working to support the state-
of-the-art Kawartha Trades and 
Technology Centre (KTTC) and its 
students, our volunteers exceeded our 
expectations – on all fronts. Their gifts 
of time, commitment and dedication 
were foundational to the success of 
the campaign, and to the unparalleled 
educational experiences our students 
will have at KTTC. A special ‘thank you’ 
goes to campaign co-chairs Jay Amer 
and Craig McFarlane.

 Volunteers: Thanks to your 
contributions – large and small – you 
are deeply woven into the fabric of our 
college community, and we couldn’t do 
what we do without you. This National 
Volunteer Week and always, we are 
grateful. C

Shirlanne Pawley-Boyd, CFRE
Chief Advancement Officer

Message from the Chief Advancement Officer 

Invest | Inspire | Achieve

It’s an honour to be writing to 
you as the new Chair of Fleming’s 

Advancement Advisory Council, and 
indeed a privilege to be working with 
my volunteer colleagues in support of 
student success. 
 Our group has a new name 
(formerly the Advancement 
Committee), but our role remains the 
same. We work to monitor, evaluate 
and provide advice on matters 
affecting the stewardship of donors, on 
fundraising and advancement activities, 
as well as community and alumni 
relations. Our work is as far reaching as 
it is rewarding. 
 Having completed the “Building 
Skills, Shaping Futures” capital 
campaign late last year, we’ve taken 
some time to celebrate our successes 
and to plan for the year ahead. 

The KTTC was a 
significant focus 
for us, and now, 
we’re taking a 
fresh approach 
to the year ahead. Student financial 
assistance and in-kind donations that 
support the work of our students, 
staff and faculty members will be our 
priorities moving forward. Read more 
about the importance of this work 
and the difference our donors make, 
in this issue of Advance – the student 
and donor stories really do speak for 
themselves. 
 On behalf of my council colleagues, 
I look forward to reporting back to you 
this fall. C 

Tim Barrie,
Chair, Advancement Advisory Council

Message from the Chair of 
Advancement Advisory Council

“ A volunteer action is like a stone thrown in a lake: its effect has a direct impact. At the same time, like 
 ripples, volunteer efforts reach out far and wide to improve communities. Undeniably, volunteers rock.”                             

— Volunteer Canada

CONTACT US:
For Advancement and Alumni Relations 
inquiries please contact:

Shirlanne Pawley-Boyd, CFRE
Chief Advancement Officer
shirlanne.pawley-boyd@flemingcollege.ca
(705) 749-5530  ext. 1318

Lyn Giles
Senior Advancement Officer
lyn.giles@flemingcollege.ca
(705) 749-5530 ext. 1739

Nicole Grady
Annual Giving and Communications Officer
nicole.grady@flemingcollege.ca
(705) 749-5530  ext. 1204

Debbie McEachern
Research and Operations Officer
debbie.mceachern@flemingcollege.ca
(705) 749-5530  ext. 1339

Paula Walton
Alumni Officer
paula.walton@flemingcollege.ca
(705) 749-5530  ext. 1390

Arla Whalen
Community Engagement and Stewardship 
Officer
arla.whalen@flemingcollege.ca
(705) 749-5530  ext. 1664

Alicia Doris
Contributing Editor to Advance

Message from the President

A recent study on volunteer 
recognition highlights the 

importance of a simple “thank you.”
 It also tells us that overwhelmingly, 
volunteers want to know how they’ve 
made a difference – the impact of their 
contributions. 
 While this makes sense, I was 
surprised to learn that their least 
preferred forms of recognition are 
banquets, formal gatherings and public 
acknowledgment in the media. 
 The study concludes that the ways 
volunteers want to be recognized are 
also the most cost-effective. 

This is good news for public sector 
organizations – like ours. 
 On the other hand, however, 
describing how volunteers make a 
difference is no small feat. Messages 
like this one only scratch the surface. 
While we know that at Fleming, 
our Board of Governors, committee 
members, guest lecturers, mentors and 
alumni enrich the student experience, 
the impact of their contributions is 
immeasurable. 
 The work of these volunteers and 
others touches the lives of our students 
– enabling their success in ways we’ll 
never know. The ripple effect of 

their contributions reaches out to 
the edges of our learning community 
and beyond. Our volunteers, their 
commitment, dedication and expertise, 
allow us to live and breathe our values, 
and to ensure that our students have 
every opportunity to learn, belong and 
become.  
 For all you do, we simply cannot 
“thank you” enough. C

P.S. To read the Volunteer Canada 
and Investors Group 2013 Volunteer 
Recognition Study, visit 
www.volunteer.ca

G.A. (Tony) Tilly, Ph.D., President 

www.facebook.com/flemingalumni

FlemingAlumni

Fleming Alumni Group
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While the majority of assistance doesn’t 
necessarily “close the gap” for students, 
she says a little can go a long way. 
 While most students have paid for 
their tuition by the time they apply 
for assistance, van Bruinessen says 
oftentimes, the award money is used 
for living expenses – food and rent in 
particular. This support, can be crucial 
to student success.

EVERY DOLLAR MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Ralph Ashford, a faculty member in 
Fleming’s Law and Justice program 
agrees. In 2011 he established a bursary 
to help students who are single parents 
– often mature students who have left 
their jobs to pursue post-secondary 
education. 
 “Every dollar counts for them,” he 
says. “And the reason I’m here is the 
students, so it’s something I can do to 
pay back my good fortune.”
 Bob Jameson ’82, a Fleming alum, 
echoes Ashford’s sentiment, and has 

established a bursary to help students 
who are the children of College alumni.
 “There are a lot of people with a 
lot of potential, that may not otherwise 
be able to pursue post-secondary 
education,” says Jameson. “If those 
people don’t have the opportunities 
they need, it’s our society that’s missing 
out.”
 Meanwhile, Kawartha Credit Union 
supports the financial success and 
well-being of the communities it serves 
through its Community Involvement 
Program. This includes a yearly bursary 
for Business students. 
  “We are thrilled to provide bursaries 
to Fleming students who require 
financial assistance. In nurturing their 
success, we encourage the development 
of a skilled and well-educated workforce 
which ultimately enhances the prosperity 
of the community,” says Crystal Dayman, 
Vice President, Marketing & Corporate 
Communications. C

Above: Anchor Shoring and DTC 
(Dependable Technical Connection) have 
generously donated a lagging wall and 
a hydraulic board for hands-on use by 
the students in the Resources Drilling & 
Blasting program. The lagging wall is 
much like a retaining wall and simulates 
a component of a construction site, 
says Charlie Morettie, a professor in the 
program. Meanwhile, the hydraulic board 
simulates the systems within hydraulic 
heavy equipment and is used as a 
study aid.

“There is great relief knowing 
 that my book costs are now 
 covered for the winter term. 
 Because of this money, I will be 

able to concentrate on my finals 
this week and focus on my studies 
the following term.”

 – Human Resources Management student

“This bursary gives me the 
opportunity to further my 
education by supplementing 
both my placement portion of my 
academic career as a Social Service 
Worker student, as well as ensure 
that my young and growing family 
is supported.” 

 – Social Service Worker student

“The part-time job I usually have 
during the school (year) closed 
down August 31st and it has been 
difficult to continue this school 
year. This bursary will help me to 
continue to complete my goals of 
becoming a practical nurse.” 

 – Practical Nursing student

“I have difficulty putting into words 
the type of appreciation I have for 
the opportunity you have bestowed 
upon me…” 

 – Earth Resources Technician student

 

In-kind Donations Support Student Success 

Kawartha Lakes Paramedic Service generously donated an ambulance to the Paramedic program 
– the vehicle’s restoration was donated by Claybow Auto Body in Lindsay. Simulation is a 
significant part of the students’ training, says John Fader, a professor in the program, and this 
equipment brings their learning to life. 
 Students use the ambulance on a driving course to practice their techniques. They also 
practice loading and unloading patients and stretchers, and providing patient care in a small 

space – often in motion. 

Right: Peterborough resident Mary Polito simply hopes that Fleming students will enjoy her piano 
as much as she did over the years. Polito, a piano teacher, recently moved into a new home and 
her more than 100-year-old upright piano wouldn’t fit. She donated the piano to the College and 
it is now housed in the cafeteria, accessible to student pianists anytime. Transportation of the 
piano was donated by McWilliams Moving and Storage.

Student Financial Assistance Continued from page 1.  OUR STUDENTS SAY THANK YOU
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MARYLYNNE TAYLOR 
Recently retired, 
alumna MaryLynne 
Taylor ’94, says she 
has decided to “give 
back” to Fleming. As 
a mature student, 

Taylor completed the Registered 
Practical Nursing program, which 
she says opened many doors for her 
in the workplace. Now, she returns 
to Fleming to play a key role in the 
planning of Canada Coast-to-Coast: 
A Gastronomic Experience. Scheduled 
for April 17, the event is sure to be 
a cross-country trip for guests’ taste 
buds and funny bones.
  
NICKI DEDES 
Nicki Dedes is the proprietor of 
Lindsay’s Olympia Restaurant and 
as business owners, she says it’s her 
family’s mission to contribute to 
the community they serve. Dedes 
has played an integral role in the 
Kawartha Lakes 100 Mile Dinner for 
many years. This year, building on 
the successes of this event, Fleming 
will join forces with the United Way 
for City of Kawartha Lakes to present 
the first-ever Frost Campus 100 Mile 
Dinner. Dedes says she’s looking 
forward to working with the College 
this year, and to continuing this 
important work. 

LORRY BRANDON, WENDY 
WILKINS, CONNIE VAN PARYS 
Mother-daughter team Lorry Brandon 
and Wendy Wilkins, along with 
Connie Van Parys, contribute their 
time every year in support of the 
students at the Haliburton School 
of the Arts. They volunteer at the 
Faculty Art Auction, and all say 
they are inspired by the talent and 
generosity of the faculty members 
who generously donate their work. 
 Event proceeds support student 
bursaries, and Brandon says that 
as the recipient of bursary support 
during her own post-secondary 
education, she realizes its importance. 
Brandon is a grade four French 
Immersion teacher at Haliburton’s 
J.D. Hodgson Elementary School. C

Inspire 

CANADA COAST-TO-COAST: 
A gastronomic experience

April 17, 2015

Cocktails at 6:30 pm 
Dinner at 7:30 pm
Fleming College Sutherland Campus
Kawartha Trades & Technology Centre 
(KTTC)

A cross-country trip for your taste 
buds and for your funny bone, 
Fleming College is pleased to present 
Canada Coast-to-Coast: A Gastronomic 
Experience. Join us for a four-course 
dinner, served up with a side of 
comedy. Net proceeds will support 
student financial assistance and capital 
needs for students enrolled in our 
Culinary programs. You don’t have 
to pack your suitcase to experience 
all that our country has to offer. Buy 
a ticket and come to the Sutherland 
Campus. Tickets are $125 each and can 
be purchased by calling (705) 749-5509 
or 1-866-353-6464 ext. 1509. 

HALIBURTON CAMPUS 
FACULTY ART AUCTION

AUGUST 6, 2015

Preview at 5 pm; Auction at 7 pm
Haliburton School of the Arts
Great Hall

FROST CAMPUS 100 MILE 
DINNER

Fall 2015
Further details TBA!

Fleming College will join forces with 
the United Way for City of Kawartha 
Lakes to present the first Frost Campus 
100 Mile Dinner. This event will expand 
upon the success of the popular 
Kawartha Lakes 100 Mile Dinner – held 
at Lindsay’s Olympia Restaurant every 
September. Frost Campus is pleased 
to be an additional host site and a 
partner. Watch for further information 
on this exciting event – 
www.flemingcollege.ca.
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Recognizing our volunteers for their varied contributions and 
their support of student success at Fleming. 

“Giving back to a place that has given me 
so much seems like a natural thing to 
do. As an alumnus of TTC ’88, a former 
staff member, part-time teacher and 
most recently, a volunteer, Fleming has 
been a big part of my life for 30 years. 
I’ve made great friends that I still have 
today. I also benefitted from caring 
faculty members who provided great 
opportunities beyond the classroom. 

  When I was drafting my will, it 
only made sense to set aside a gift for 
Fleming through a bequest. I know that I 
can’t give back as much as I would like to 
now, but leaving a gift in my will allows 
me to make an impact later.”

A legacy gift to Fleming College –

THE GIFT OF OPPORTUNITY
Supporting education through a gift in your will ensures

opportunities for students to make positive changes in our own
communities and across the globe.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
705-749-5509

NANCY PARKER ’88  

Wendy Wilkins, Connie Van Parys and 
Lorry Brandon


