
Field Skills Boot Camp
TWO-WEEK INTENSIVE COURSE ECOS 37

Weekdays: Monday, August 20 – Friday, August 31, 2018 $852.93

This intensive two-week course offered by our School of Environmental and Natural 
Resource Sciences, provides hands-on activities and skills in the identification, 
sampling, measurement and classification of organisms and habitats within our 
ecosystem. Learn practical techniques and protocols for the collection, recording and 
reporting of field data, as well as safe field practices. 

The course includes practical, real-world applications of the skills and knowledge 
acquired. All in-class work and most field work will take place at Frost Campus while 
some field trips will provide access to a diversity of environments within an hour’s 
drive of the Frost Campus.

Is This You?

•  University graduates who may need these fundamental field skills for
success in our upper semester/advanced standing program, such as
Ecosystem Management Technology or Environmental Technician, at the
School of Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences.

•  Environmental sector employees who want to enhance their portfolio of
skills and increase their employment opportunities.

•  Community members and volunteers with an interest in learning more
about our natural world.

MODULES

Module 1: 
 Community &  
Landscape Ecology

Module 2: 
 Soils

Module 3: 
 Tree & Shrub Identification 

Module 4: 
Forest Measurement 

Module 4: 
Wildlife Observation

Module 5: 
Culminating Challenge

See reverse for details.

NEW! 

For more information or to register, call 1-888-269-6929 x 3260 or email coned@flemingcollege.ca. 

Visit the college website for detailed course descriptions, schedules and fees:  
flemingcollege.ca/continuing-education



Field Skills Boot Camp 
MODULE OVERVIEW & LEARNING OUTCOMES

Module 1: Community and Landscape Ecology

Duration: 12 hours

This initial module will introduce students to the ecological concepts that influence 
patterns of species distribution, abundance and interaction within ecological 
communities. Explore ecological communities and their distribution in the context of 
landscape ecology.

Module 2: Soils

Duration: 12 hours

Soils form the foundation of ecosystems as they determine the mineral, nutrient, and 
moisture availability for the vegetative community. This module will focus on developing 
an understanding of soils, their classification, and standardized soil testing procedures in 
the lab and in the field.

Module 3: Tree and Shrub Identification 

Duration: 16 hours

Students will learn how to identify common trees and shrubs of Ontario while 
developing their understanding of key features used in identification of trees and shrubs. 
Emphasis will be placed on understanding how to use a key in the field to confirm the 
identification of trees and shrubs while also developing an ability to identify common 
species without the use of a key.

Module 4: Forest Measurement 

Duration: 12 hours

Data collection in a forest ecosystem will be the focus of this module. Correct 
standardized methods for determining tree diameters, tree heights, stand basal area, 
stand volume and tree/stand age will be introduced and reinforced. Students will also 
learn to work with aerial images to determine scale, distance, direction, and area of 
natural features in the images.

Module 4: Wildlife Observation 

Duration: 16 hours

Identification of birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles, their sign and their habitat 
will be the core objective of this module. Visual, auditory, and track identification skills 
will be covered as will be the use of identification keys to each taxonomic group.

Module 5: Culminating Challenge

Duration: 12 hours

Students will apply the skills acquired in all previous modules during a one-day 
assessment of a wilderness area. The context of the work will be an Ecological Land 
Classification and the results of the each group’s assessment will be shared in the form 
of a presentation on the last day of the course.


