
Educational Assistant
Program Location: Peterborough

Program Code: ED

Co-ordinator: Ann McDonald

Credential: Ontario College Diploma

Start Date: September 04, 2012

Tuition Fees: $1,864.70 per semester.
Tuition and fees subject to change.

You can make a difference in a child's life as a competent, caring educational 
assistant. Our program will prepare you to play a vital role in the classroom.

Program Highlights
What do you remember most about the teachers you liked best? Chances are, these teachers were empathetic, 

had a good sense of humour, were kind, and challenged you to fulfill your potential. They took an interest in you.  

As an educational assistant, these same skills and qualities will help you make a difference in a child's life.

You will spend the first semester in the Educational Assistant program learning more about yourself (self-

knowledge is important when working with others), about other people, and about their communities. Computers 

are an important part of your work in the classroom or institutional setting, and you'll become competent in their 

use, to support your college and career goals. You will also have a chance to learn a whole new language - 

American Sign Language.

In the second and third semesters, the roles of teacher and educational assistant will be explored and more 

clearly defined. You'll learn how to manage behaviour, modify educational programming, support exceptional 

children, and assist with curriculum planning. Of course, a lot of this training is experiential, in various educational 

settings in the community.

During third semester, you will spend three days a week in class at Fleming and two days a week in a classroom 

in an area school. The final part of the program is an intensive, semester-long, practical learning experience in an 

educational setting or agency.

If you have already completed an Ontario College Diploma or a university degree, you may be eligible for the 

accelerated Educational Assistant - Advanced Standing program. You can graduate in just ten months.
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Why Choose Fleming
In the 20 years plus that the Educational Assistant program has been offering training, area school boards have 

said this is the diploma program they want their Educational Assistants to have. In short, the Fleming program has 

a reputation for excellence, and well-rounded graduates.

Aboriginal Emphasis Initiative

Fleming College's Aboriginal Emphasis Initiative is an inclusive approach to providing more understanding of 

Aboriginal peoples, communities and nations. You will have an opportunity to take courses designed from an 

Aboriginal perspective with emphasis on Aboriginal peoples, history, spirituality and culture. See the Aboriginal 

Emphasis Initiative  page for courses available in this program.

Work Experience
You will refine your skills as a competent, caring educational assistant during the 95 days of placement which take 

place during second year. You may choose to do your final practice in any community in Ontario that you wish. 

You will be required to submit a current police records check, which is available from your local police department 

upon payment of a fee.

Is this You?
To succeed in this program and career, you require:

a love of children, and concern for their healthy physical, intellectual, and social emotional development

strong oral and written communications skills

the ability to work as part of a team

flexibility

cultural and "ability" sensitivity

excellent interpersonal skills

excellent problem solving skills

empathy and creativity

basic computer skills

Any experience working with children or youth, such as in a summer camp or day care, or a peer tutoring program 

is an asset.

Career Opportunities
The main employer of educational assistants is the school system, but there are also opportunities in other 

institutional settings offering education as part of the programming. Some of our graduates find employment as a 

result of their placement in their final semester and may even be offered a job prior to graduation. Educational 

Assistants might begin their careers working on a supply list replacing Educational Assistants who are absent. A 

number of Educational Assistants like the flexibility and variety that this provides, and continue with this type of 

employment even when offered more long-term work.
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Minimum Admission Requirements
 OSSD with the majority of credits at the College (C) and Open (O) level, including:

2 College (C) English courses (Grade 11 or Grade 12)

When (C) is the minimum course level for admission, (U) or (U/C) courses are also accepted.

Mature Students
If you are 19 years of age or older before classes start, and you do not possess an OSSD, you can write the 

Canadian Adult Achievement Test to assess your eligibility for admission.

*Students starting in January are required to attend classes over the summer semester.

Related Programs
Considering a range of caring, people-focused professions? You may want to check out the Early Childhood 

Education and Recreation and Leisure Services programs, which offer a different opportunity to work with children 

and youth.

Additional Costs
Students should plan to spend approximately $700 per year for books and supplies.

Transfer Agreements
We are committed to providing students and graduates with flexible options to get maximum recognition of their 

college studies. Through joint programs and transfer agreements with the following universities, you can apply the 

learning you acquire at Fleming College to earn a related degree in less time, and at less cost.

Athabasca University

Griffith University, Queensland, Australia

University of New Brunswick

University of Ontario Institute of Technology

Curriculum for Educational Assistant

Semester 1

Code Course Name Hours

EDUC 8 Child Development 45

COMM 79 College Communications for the Helping Professions 37

SOCI 36 Introduction to Psychology 45

COMP 345 Introductory Computing 45
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EDUC 20 Role of the Assistant 45

GENED General Education Elective  



Semester 2

Code Course Name Hours

COUN 50 Behaviour Management 45

FLPL 63 Field Preparation I 30

EDUC 14 Introduction to Exceptionalities 45

EDUC 16 Language Arts Curriculum 45

MATH 10 Math Curriculum for the Elementary School 45

GENED General Education Elective  

Semester 3

Code Course Name Hours

COMM 146 Communicating at Work for the Helping Professions 45

EDUC 41 Educational Programming for Children with Special Needs 45

FLPL 47 Field Practice 196

FLPL 67 Field Preparation II 30

COUN 30 Non-Violent Crisis Intervention 15

EDUC 19 Physical Exceptionalities 45

COUN 51 Theoretical Applications of Behaviour Management 45

Semester 4

Code Course Name Hours

FLPL 54 Field Practice and Evaluation 525

Every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy of the information on our website and in our publications. The College reserves the right to 

modify or cancel any course, program, fee, timetable, or campus location at any time.


